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more than enter an earnest appeal for this class of workers, which has, as a class by itself, been overlooked in the desire to establish some more noisy reforms. To be sure, married women have received, or will receive, what benefits accrue from the ten-hour law -, but when it is considered that no ten-hour law can ever be put into practical operation by the mother of a family, even when she has nothing but her family to attend to, it will be readily seen how utterly impossible it is for such law to reach the woman who does ten hours' work in the mill, cooks for her husband and children, and cares for the household. It is a slavery which must be abolished or alleviated; and, if we succeed in drawing the attention of earnest practical men to the subject, we shall have no fear but the intelligence of the citizens of Massachusetts will, at an early day, remove the evil."
So great are the social evils thus arising that no doubt can exist as to the propriety of legislative interference could a practicable method be devised which would not entail counterbalancing evils. There are as usual many possible courses. Summary and immediate exclusion of mothers from factory work is out of the question, so considerable are the numbers concerned, and so difficult the position into which many women have brought themselves by thoughtless marriages.. Some intermediate and palliative measure is therefore requisite, such as the permission of employment for mothers at those factories only where well-supervised creches are provided by the employers, the mother being permitted to break the morning and afternoon spells in order to suckle her child. This system has been carried into effect in some French factories with much success; and